
Ranjita  

Ranjita has visual impairment since birth. She has five brothers and one sister; 

one of her brothers is also visually impaired. She dropped out of school when she 

was studying in the twelfth grade. 

She is a member of the Odisha Association for the Blind, so she used to visit the 

organization regularly; in the year 2013, she was raped by another blind person 

in the association’s premises. She informed her brother about the incident and 

both of them went to meet the perpetrator, in Jajpur. The person refused to have 

any kind of relationship with Ranjita, so they came back to Bhubaneswar. After a 

few days, her health worsened, so she took homeopathic medicines. But even 

then, her condition did not improve, so she was admitted to Capital Hospital, 

Bhubaneswar. There, she came to know about her pregnancy, and was thus 

forced to share with her family the fact that she had been raped. Following this, 

her family members abandoned her and refused to look after her or provide her 

with any sort of aid. Fortunately, one of her brothers stood by her side. He 

admitted Ranjita in an ashram in Nayagarh. From there, she went to Swadhar 

Home (a shelter), in Gopalpur. In 2014, she gave birth to a baby girl at a 

government hospital in Berhampur. Past this, her brother contacted Ranjita’s 

rapist but the latter denied having fathered Ranjita’s child. Her brother then took 

her and his niece to Bhubaneswar. 

In February of 2014, Ranjita went to Kharvela police station to lodge a complaint, 

but they didn’t listen to her and instead, asked Ranjita to visit Mahila Thana. So 

Ranjita went there but ended up facing similar problems; they were not ready to 

file an FIR. Then her brother requested Odisha Viklang Manch to intervene in the 

matter. Hereafter, OVM members, alongside Ranjita, approached the Mahila 

Thana and this way, she was, at last, able to file an FIR.  After that, the police sent 



her child to Basundhara, an NGO-run shelter, and Ranjita on the other hand had to 

undergo medical tests. It took them more than a month to get the charge sheet 

ready. The first hearing was done in the Session Court of Bhubaneswar, in 2014. 

Ranjita went there and presented her statement before the designated judge. 

Subsequently, the court had three hearings but the accused did not show up. 

During the third hearing, the defense lawyer managed to convince the judge and 

get a stay on the case.   

At present, Ranjita resides at her brother’s friend’s place. She looks after his child 

and also helps his wife with the household chores. She lives in the hope that 

someday, her perpetrator will be caught and put behind bars for his crime. 

*Name changed to protect identity 


